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Opinions of a state attorney general are not binding precedents although the court may give them persuasive effect in 
the absence of controlling authority. 


Opinions of a state attorney general are not binding precedents,! although the court may give them persuasive effect” in the 
absence of controlling authority,” as when used as an aid in construing legislative intent.’ A federal court of appeals may owe 


deference to legal interpretations of the attorney general that are based on a permissible statutory construction.> Whether the 
court will follow an attorney general's opinion depends upon its own view of the soundness of the opinion's reasoning and the 


: en 
correctness of its conclusion. 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Absent controlling authority, an Attorney General's opinion is persuasive because the court presumes that the Legislature was 
cognizant of the Attorney General's construction of a statute and would have taken corrective action if it disagreed with that 
construction. Towner v. County of Ventura, 63 Cal. App. 5th 761, 277 Cal. Rptr. 3d 891 (2d Dist. 2021), review denied, (Aug. 
18, 2021). 
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